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McCormick for his reaper failed, despite much personal attention from
the principals and their lobbies. Bills to increase the pensions of the
veterans of the War of 1812, to pay the war debt of Florida and Oregon,
the damages of the Indian wars in Washington territory and to satisfy
the ancient French spoliation claims all failed. The bitterness of the
rival attitudes was such that every scheme was blocked by some sus-
picious opponent. Yet the sum total of the appropriations shook the
Treasury. Although the House ways and means committee had earn-
estly tried to economize, it had brought in bills which exceeded the
estimates by $6,000,000; and the House and particularly the Senate had
added a further excess of $4,000,000. Totals of over $81,000,000 were
$10,000,000 more than the falling revenues could stand. Secretary Cobb
therefore at the end of the session was forced to take an action that
raised the lid of another Pandora's box. He had to come before Congress
on May 19 and admit that the declining receipts of the government
could not meet these appropriations. He did not want the tariff or other
tax questions opened, for they would provide the Republicans with
new weapons. So he asked for more borrowing power, to increase the
national debt by $15,000,000 to be obtained by ten-year bonds at an
interest rate not higher than 6 per cent.
The Senate finance committee reported a bill in short order, and its
proposals consumed most of the Senate's time, May 24-26. The situation
was slightly eased by news that peace had been arranged in Utah, and
that the $5,000,000 anticipated for the volunteers would not be needed.
Nevertheless a debate was precipitated which boded ill for sectional
peace. The Republicans came forward immediately with a demand that
the necessary revenue be obtained by increasing the tariff, thereby pro-
tecting industry and rescuing American labor from starvation, they
said.
The tariff had been injected into debate ever since the question was
first raised in December, when Cobb asked for the Treasury notes.
Crittenden of Kentucky, Simmons of Rhode Island and Cameron of
Pennsylvania had introduced resolutions, attempted to add amendments
to bills and presented petitions. All this was of course mere gesture be-
cause the Democratic majorities were determined to keep the tariff of
1857. Now the tariff moves were repeated, and Simmons tried to ad-